
ADVENT REFLECTIONS - WEEK FOUR 

GOSPEL: Luke 2:1-14 
And it came to pass the in those days there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus that the 
whole world should be enrolled. This enrolling was first made by Cyrinus, the Governor of 
Syria. And all went to be enrolled, every one into his own city. And Joseph also went up form 
Galilee out of the city of Nazareth into Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, 
because he was of the house and family of David, to be enrolled with Mary, his espoused wife, 
who was with child. And it came to pass, that when they were there, her days were accomplished 
that she should be delivered. And she brought forth her first-born Son, and wrapped Him up in 
swaddling clothes, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. 
And there were in the same country shepherds watching and keeping the night-watches over their 
flock. And behold an angel of the Lord stood by them, and the brightness of God shone round 
about them; and they feared with a great fear. And the angel said to them: Fear not; for behold I 
bring you good tidings of great joy, that shall be to all the people; for this day is born to you a 
SAVIOUR, Who is Christ the Lord, in the city of David. And this shall be sign unto you: You 
shall find the Infant wrapped in swaddling-clothes, and laid in a manger. And suddenly there was 
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly army, praising God, and saying: Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace to men of good will. 

HOMILY BY POPE SAINT GREGORY THE GREAT: 

1. Since by the mercy of God we are to say three Masses today, there is not much time left for 
preaching on this Gospel; at the same time the festival of the Lord’s Nativity obliges us to 
speak a few words. Let us first ask why, when our Lord was to be born, the world was 
enrolled? Was it not clearly to shaw that He Who was to come into this world and be made 
man would one day enroll His elect and inscribe their names in the book of eternity? For the 
prophet, speaking of the reprobate, says: Let them be blotted out of the book of the living; 
and with the just let them not be written (Ps. 68: 29). Then it is not without a special reason 
that the Lord is born in Bethlehem. For the name Bethlehem signifies the House of Bread, 
and this is the birthplace of Him Who said: I am the living Brea, which came down from 
heaven (John 6:51). We see then that the name of Bethlehem was prophetically given to the 
place where Christ was born, because it was there that He was to appear in the flesh, by the 
eating of which the souls of the elect are fed unto life everlasting. He was born, not in His 
mother’s house, but away from home. And this is a mystery, showing that by assuming our 
mortality He was born in a strange country. We say strange, considering the Divine nature of 
our Redeemer, and not His Divine power. For, referring to this power, Holy Scripture says 
that, when the Lord came into this world, He came unto His own. But, when thinking of His 
Divine nature, and know that He was begotten of the Father before all worlds, we may say 
that by taking our nature in time, He came into a strange country. Again, considering, as the 
prophet says, that all flesh is grass (Isa. 40: 6), we easily understand how Jesus, taking this 
flesh, changed it into wheat, since He said of Himself: Unless the grain of wheat falling into 



the ground die, itself remaineth alone (John 12:24). This is thereupon why the Divine Child 
is seen in a manger after His birth, that His flesh, like pure wheat, may draw to Him the 
faithful, as mysterious animals, to be fed and filled with eternal wisdom. And when it is said 
that the angel showed himself to the shepherd keeping the night-watches, and that a 
wonderful light surrounded them, we learn from this that those, who carefully attend to the 
flocks entrusted to them must be favored with deeper knowledge, since their ministry is 
highly meritorious. For, whilst they carefully watch over their flocks, they are enlightened by 
God with graces more abundant than those given to others.  

2. The angel announced that a King was born, and suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of heavenly host praising God and saying: Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace to men of good will. Before the Incarnation of the Son of God there was 
disagreement between the angels and men. Original sin and the crimes daily committed in 
the world were the cause of this division. It was only just that the angels, being the friends 
and faithful servants of God, should look upon men as strangers and have no communication 
with them on account of their transgressing the commandments. But since man submitted to 
God and recognized Him as his lawful Master, the heavenly spirits consider mankind as their 
fellow-citizens. Though highly superior to us, they do not despise our weakness, since the 
King of heaven and earth came down and took upon Him this human weakness. These 
blessed spirits, forgetting their former aversion, wish to live in friendship with us. Instead of 
despising us as frail humanity, they look upon us as their fellow-creatures. We read in Holy 
Scripture that Lot and Josua prostrate on the ground worshipped the angels sent by God; but 
when St. John fell down to adore before the feet of the angel he was prevented from doing 
so, for the angel said: See thou do it not, for I am thy fellow-servant and of thy brethren 
(Apoc. 22:9). Why did the angels, before the coming of the Redeemer, see men prostrate 
before them and prevent them not? And why were they unwilling, after the birth of our 
Saviour, to receive such honour? Was it not because they saw the human nature, which they 
had before despised, now exalted high above their own in the person of Jesus, true God and 
true man? Also because they dread to see the human nature humbled, since they adore that 
humanity in the person of the King of Majesty, their own King. Lastly, the angels consider 
man as their equal because they adore God made man, sitting at the right hand of the Father. 
Let us, therefore, beloved brethren, beware of every sin, by which we might be made 
unworthy of that heavenly city, which God has prepared for us as well as for His angels. Let 
us lead such good lives that they many correspond with our dignity. Avoid, therefore, 
impurity and lust, even every sinful thought. Let not wickedness soil the purity of your souls; 
let not the poison of envy and hatred penetrate your hearts. Keep your souls free from pride, 
covetousness and anger, and especially from the desire of tasting the sinful pleasures of this 
world. Remember that you have been called the sons of the most High (Ps. 81:6). Defend in 
yourselves the glory of God by avoiding sin, for God was made man in order to honour us 
and make us partakers of His eternal glory. Amen. 


